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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Meghalaya Institute of Governance had carried out a Social Impact Assessment Study
for the setting up of Integrated Facilitation Centre - Entry and Exit point at Abhirampara Village.
The objective of this study is to identify the likely impacts which may result from the construction
of the proposed project.

The concept of Integrated Facilitation Centre — Entry and Exit Point came up as a
concession to the demands of local pressure groups to set up the Inner Line Permit to check on the
entry of unwanted elements into the state. The Facilitation Centre — Entry and Exit Point was
proposed to be set up in al sensitive areas of the state to address the issues of unauthorized
immigration into the state, illegal flow of trades and goods, criminal activities, etc. The
Facilitation Centre- Entry and Exit Point proposed by the government of Meghalaya aims to
address these issues by preventing unlawful entries into the State and to facilitate the legal flow of

people, goods and vehiclesinto the State.

The Integrated Facilitation Centre - Entry and Exit Point is proposed to be set up in
Abhirampara village which fals under the Tikrikilla Block, West Garo Hills District. The
proposed project site Abhirampara is located along the border of Assam and is about 117 km away
from the district headquarter, Tura and about 50 km toGoalpara which is the nearest commercial

town.

The amount of land to be acquired for this project measures 32426.89 Sqg.mt. The village
has a mixed community of Garo, Boro, Hgong and Koch residing around the area. The
occupational status in the village is mainly agricultura with few people engaged in business.The
literacy rate among the people is low.The socio economic survey of the respondents shows that
majority of the respondents fallin the age groups of 18-49 years. They are mostly small traders and
farmers with little or no educational qualifications with majority of them earning between Rs.
50,000 per annum to Rs.1,00,000 per annum

The research methods adopted for this study was quantitative wherein the primary data was
collected from the respondents by using research tools like reconnaissance survey, interview
scheduled, focus group discussion, questionnaire and public hearing etc. The secondary data was
collected from the Office of Deputy Commissioner (Revenue Branch), Tura. Data analysis and

interpretation shows that the majority of the people from Meghalaya carry out normal economic
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activity with Assam in term of trading and marketing where no payment for utilising the market is

involved. Traders from Assam do not create any nuisance.

In terms of setting up an Integrated Facilitation Centre — Entry and Exit Point at
Abhirampara, the majority of the respondents feel that the Facilitation Centre- Entry and Exit Point
will increase the market flow and improve the relationship between the people of two States. No
effect on the community way of living and further improvement in the safety of the people in the

village is expected.

A Public Hearing was conducted as part of the Social Impact Assessment study. More than
30 people were present for the hearing which was chaired by Shri. Kapil Koch, MCS, Block
Development Officer, Tikrikilla, in the presence of Smt. P.T.D Sangma, MCS, EAC, Revenue and
Y vette G. Momin, Tourist Officer. During the hearing the major findings of the study were shared
and discussed with the people. Apart from the issues highlighted by the Social Impact Assessment
team, land owners raised issues concerningtheir property characteristics.

From the findings and Public Hearing, we can conclude that the proposed project will have
minimal effect on the community as a whole and the setting up of the Facilitation Centre within
Abhirampara village will bring a sense of security and well-being to the people. This Facilitation
Centre was seen by the people as an initiative to not only regulate the flow of goods and services
but as an initiative to address immigration and land encroachment which is one of the main issues
at present. The Integrated Facilitation Centre is also expected to develop the area by bringing

employment and economic opportunities to the local people.
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Land Acquisition for Construction of Integrated Facilitation Centre - Entry and Exit Point
at Abhirampara, West Garo Hills District.

1. Description ofProject

1.1 Objectives of The Project

The objective of this project isto check the entry of people into the state and to facilitate legal flow
of people, goods and vehicles into the State.

1.2 Need for The Project

In order to address the issues of unauthorised immigration, illegal flow of goods and service,
criminal activities, etc. into the state of Meghalaya the Facilitation Centre will act as a check for
the exchange and interaction of goods and services between the states of Assam and Meghaaya.
The Integrated Facilitation Centre will facilitateall arrivals and departures of people from the state

aswell as carry out inspection to avoid any kind of unforeseen issues.
1.3 Project Location

The Integrated Facilitation Centre- Entry and Exit Point will be constructed in Abhirampara under
the Constituency of Tikrikilla Community and Rural Development Block, West Garo Hills
District. The total land to be acquired for the proposed project on the side of AMPT road (Agia,
Medhipara, Phulbari and Tura Road) measures about 32426.89 Sg.mt.

1.4 Proposed Schedule for Implementation

The project was proposed in January, 2015 but due to suitable project site selection, the project

implementation has been delayed.
1.5 Maps for Proposed Project Area

The map provided in the report is conducted by the Office of the Deputy Commissioner (Revenue
Branch)Turaand Garo Hills Autonomous District Council, West Garo Hills District.



Map 1: Proposed site of Abhirampara showing an area of 32426.89 Sg. metres (approx.)
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Source: Office of the District Commissioner (Revenue Branch), Tura, West Garo Hills District.



2. Research Methodology

2.1 Research Method

The research strategy that the research team has used is a descriptive method. This method
describes the specific behaviour or facts concerning the nature of the situation. It involves the
gathering of data that describe the events, organise, tabulate, depicts and describe the data
collection.

2.2 Methods for Data collection

Reconnaissance Survey: The reconnaissance field survey was first carried out to understand the
project area before formulating the questionnaire and interview for the primary data collection.
Before the data was collected, the research team surveyed the project area, briefed the
functionaries and the respondents about the purpose of the data collection and type of data
required.

Secondary Data: The research team first reviewed and carried out research on related literature to
understand the requirement and needs of the project area. Based on these review of secondary data,
the team was able to get an insight on the background of the project and this has allowed for group
identification and formulation of questionnaire design. Secondary Data of relevant documents
were obtained from the State Department Officials based on the project type like the details of
project profile, type of investment, maps, details of land owners, etc.

Primary data: During the field research,the following methods were used to gather information:
Interview (Semi-structured and Key Informant Interview), questionnaire, focus group discussion
and field observation. The research team has taken a sample of the 10 directly affected respondents
and the sample of 40 indirectly affected respondents from nearby villages, market places and the
functionaries from the Village Executive Committee using different methods. The target group for
respondents has been selected on the basis of people coming and going between the two states like
traders, drivers, farmers, etc. The methods were used in the field both at the community level and
household level. The methods used were structured and designed based on the likely impact on the

project area.

Public Hearing: As part of the requirement of the Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in
Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (Section) after the submission of a
draft report to governing bodies including the village authority, a public hearing is held at the
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affected village. The public hearing is conducted with a notion to convey the major findings to the
people and to receive further suggestions and opinions on the developmental work within their
village. The public hearing was held at Orchid Dhaba in Abhirampara on 30" June 2016.

2.3 DataProcessing and Analysis

The data collected has been systematically arranged, organised and tabulated by the Social Impact

Assessment Team.
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3 Demographic Profile oftheVillage

Abhirampara village falls under the administrative block of Tikrikilla Community and Rural
Development Block in West Garo Hills district. The villageis about 117 km from the district town,
Tura and about 20 km to Lakhipur which is the nearest town in Assam and 50 km to Goalpara
another economic commercia Town in Assam. The village has a mixed community of Garo, Boro,
Hajong and Koch residing around the area. The occupationa status in the village is mainly
agricultural with few people engaged in business. The nearest market place is Tikrikilla bazar
which is about 1 km away. The residents of the adjoining areas do most of their daily marketing
from this particular market.The area concerned lies adjoining to the Assam border and the people

of both sides have good socia and economic relations.
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4 DescriptionofProject Area:

The location of the land to be acquired for the construction of Integrated Facilitation Centre cum
Entry and Exit Point is a Abhirampara which belongs to 9 individuals and one Association. The
total land to be acquired for the project measures about approximately 32426.89 Sg.mt. From the
observation, it was found that the land to be acquired is a paddy field situated on an upland. At
present cultivation of vegetables was seen. There is also presence ofonepucca structured house,
one half completed puccastructured house and one kutcha structured house. The facilitation centre
will be constructed very close to the Assam border, and besides the AMPT road (Agia, Medhipara,
Phulbari, Tura Road) which is the main economic route connecting Meghalaya to Assam in this
part of the region. Towards the North of the project site is the Ojagorriver and an army camp is
based directly opposite to the proposed site.

The pictures below were taken during the reconnaissance survey or preliminary site visit carried
out by the Socia Impact Assessment Team from the Meghaaya Institute of Governance, Shillong.

Photo 1: Proposed site for Integrated Facilitation Centre cum Entry & EXit Point
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Photo 2: Proposed site for Integrated Facilitation Centre cum Entry & EXxit Point

Source: Meghalaya Institute of Governance, Social Impact Assessment Unit, Shillong
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5. Anticipated Project Impacts

The project site is an upland where rice and vegetables are grown, and is owned by 10 land owners
in total. There is presence of one pucca structured house, one half completed pucca structured

house and one kutcha structured house which will be affected.

The half completed pucca house was built prior to the selection of the project site for settlement
purpose by Dinesh Hajong, which he has now stopped working on. The other pucca structured

house belongs to the Auto Association.

The effect on the household’s movable and immovable assets is minimal. The livelihood of the
land owner will be affected as they use the land for agricultural purposes, however mainly for self-

subsistence.

The presence of Entry and Exit Point will keep a check on the illegal flow of goods, infiltration
and illegal immigration.

According to the Social Impact Assessment study, issues such as illegal transportation of goods,
free flow of goods, vehicles, rise in criminal activities, difficulties to access to basic amenitiesetc.
are some of the problems which are likely to be faced by the villagers if there is no proper scrutiny

along the border.

Tikrikilla Bazar is about a kilometre away from the proposed point, which serves as the main
commercia centre for this area. The market therefore provides employment and economic
opportunities to many who earn their living through trade and commerce. The market not only
caters to the local residents of Meghalaya but also to the residents of Assam. During the study, it
was aso observed that close to the proposed site there are large areas of agricultural land and

hence it can be noted that agriculture is another major occupation of the area.

The construction of an Integrated Facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit Point at Abhiramparais
likely to affect the traders and daily commuters of that particular area as well as nearby villages
like Borodoldonga, Loskorpara, Tikrikilla market, Kadamsali, Kathalbari, etc., who travel to and
fro between Assam and Meghaaya. The businessmen trading between the two states are likely to
be affected, especially those who do not have valid documents for trading between the areas.
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6. Data Analysisand Interpretation

The primary data collected and gathered from the respondents has been analysed and interpreted
by the SIA Team.

6.0 Directly Affected Respondents

Tablel: Profile of directly affected Respondents

Sl. | Name Land Class of | Area of | Property Make

No. ownership | Land Land Characteristic

1. Smt. RashmiKhaklari Own Foring Land

2. ShriRahenHa ong Own Foring Land

3. ShriBenedickMarak Own Foring Land Kutcha
House: 1 no.

4, ShrikamaleswarHgjong | Own Foring Land

5. Smt. RashmiKhaklari Own Foring Land

6. ShriPrabinBasumatary | Own Foring Land

7. Auto Association Own Foring land Pucca
House: 1 no.

8. ShriSomenBoro Own Foring Land

0. ShrikamaleswarHgjong | Own Foring Land

10. | Shri Dinesh Hajong Own Foring Land Pucca
House : 1 no.

11 Smt. Mickilla  N. | Own Foring Land

Sangma
12 | Smt. SonaiHgong Own Foring Land
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This section further describes the data collected from the directly affected respondents falling
under the age group of 18-70 years. From the total respondents who will be affected directly, 5 are
males, 4 are females and one plot belongs to the Auto Association. No member was present from
the Auto Association for the interview and focus group discussion that was held. 11% of the
respondents were found to be illiterate and the remaining 89% barely educated till high school.
From the respondents it is found that the magjority, i.e. 44% are engaged in agriculture while the
rest are engaged in small business, as casua labourer, etc. The other sources of livelihood
undertaken by the respondents are horticulture, fishery, dairy farming, piggery which however are
mainly for self-consumption. From among the total respondents, only 3 fall under BPL category. 7
respondents said that they own alternate land while 2 responded that they do not have an aternate
land of their own. The question of resettlement does not arise as the respondents do not dwell in
the proposed site. The study also took the respondents view on whether there was need for the
integrated facilitation centre cum Entry and Exit point, to which 100% responded positively and
said that there is aneed for the said project as it will check on immigration, illegal trading and also
help develop the market and bring about competition and business prospects which in turn will
increase employment of local people. When asked about their aspirations from the project, the land
owners requested for adequate land compensation, employment for their children based on
educational credentials and a business outlet in the said project hence considering the acquisition

of their land.

6.1 Socio- Economic Profile ofthelndirectly affected Respondents

This section describes the socio- economic profile of the Respondents falling under the age group

of 18-70 years.

Table 2: Age of Respondents

No of Respondents | Percentage (%)
Sl.no | Age of Respondents
A | 1835 25 62.5
B | 36-49 9 225
C | 50-59 5 12.5
D | 60-69
E | Above70 1 25
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Chart 1: Age of Respondents
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The table 1 and Chart lindicatethe respondent’s age groups. Mgority of respondents fall under the
age groups of 18-35 years.

Table 3: Gender of Respondents
No of Respondents | Percentage (%)

Sl.no | Gender
a | Mae 40 100
b Female | O 0

Table 3 indicates the gender of the respondents. It is seen that al of the respondents are male and
there are no female respondents. Most of the occupations like economic activities, agriculture,

daily wages, etc. were seen to be carried out by males.

Table 4: Highest Level of Education of Respondents
No of Respondents | Percentage (%)

Sl.no Education

a | llliterate 1 25

b | Primary (classV) 4 10

c | Upper primary (Class VIII) | 4 10

d | Secondary 8 20

e | High school 10 25

f | Others 13 32.5
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Table 4 indicates the highest level of education of the respondents. From the table above it can be

noted that majority are literate and are educated above higher secondary. There are however many

who are educated between Class V to High School after which most stop pursuing their further

education.

Table5: Occupation of Respondents
Sl.no Occupation Percentage (%)
a | Farmers 0
b | Government Employee 5
c | Business 92.5
d | Student 2.5
e | Casual Labourer 0
f Daily wage worker 0
g | Others 0

Chart 2: Occupation of Respondents
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Occupation

Table 5and Chart 2 indicate the major occupation of the respondents. The major occupational

status of the respondents is small retail businesses and quite a number are engaged in other

occupations.
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Table 6below shows that in terms of income , 40 % of the respondents earn more than
Rs.1,00,000 per annum and 57 % earn between Rs. 50,000 per annum to Rs.1,00,000 per annum

and 3% of respondents earn less than Rs. 25,000 per annum.

Table 6: Annual Income of Respondents

Sl.no. | Income per annum No of Respondents | Percentage (%)
a Lessthe Rs. 25,000 0 0

b >Rs. 25,001- lessthan Rs. 50.000 | 1 25

c >Rs. 50,001- lessthan Rs. 75,000 | 10 25

d >Rs. 75,001- lessthan Rs. 1,00,000 | 13 325

e >Rs. 1,00,001 16 40

f Not earning 0 0

6.2 Utility andAccessibility ofInter-State Travel

The research team assessed the frequency of travel by the respondents. The research team also
attempted to understand the issues and concerns of the respondents whiletravelling to Assam as

well as grievances of people from outside the state entering Meghal aya.

Table 7: Respondent’s Travel to Assam
No of Respondents | Percentage (%)

Sl.no | If respondent travel to Assam

a | Yes 40 100
No 0 0
C never 0 0

Table 7 above indicates that all the respondents travel to Assam. The close proximity to the border
hence makes it easier for the local people to go into adjoining areas of Assam. Alsothe main
highway i.e., the AMPT road cuts across adjoining areas of Assam and connects major commercial

towns like Goal para and Guwahati.
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Table 8: Frequency of Travel to Assam
No of Percentage
Sl.no Freguency of Travel to Assam | Respondents (%)

a Everyday 14 35

b Oncein aweek 5 125

C Twice or more in amonth 21 52.5

d Never 0 0

e Onceinayear 0 0

Chart 3: Frequency of Travel to Assam
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Table 8 and Chart 3indicate the frequency of travel made by the respondents. Many of the
respondents travel on adaily or weekly basis to Assam. The mgjority however travel twice or more
in amonth. The close proximity to the border thus makes it easier for the local residents to travel

onadaily basis.
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Table9: Primary Purpose of Visit to Assam
No of Responses | Percentage (%)

Sl.no | Primary purpose of Visit to Assam

a | Marketing 36 40.4

b | Casua labourer 3 33

c | Medica accessibility 16 17.9

d | Accessibility to Education 5 5

e | Trading 22 24.7

f | Dally wage 3 33

g | Others 4 4.4

Table 9 above showsthe primary purpose of the respondents travel to Assam. It can be noted that
majority travel mainly for marketing and trading purposes. Medical accessibility is another
important reason for their travel to Assam as there are nogood hospitals in the area with proper
facilities. Many therefore travel to Goalpara and Guwahati for the same. The local people also go
to these towns to work as casual labourer and daily wagers. The findings also show that quite a
number of local people have their lands in adjoining Assam areas and also have socia relations

across.

Table 10: Mode of Transportation to Assam
No of Responses | Percentage (%)

Sl.no | Mode of transportation

a | Publictransportation | 34 85
b | Private transportation | 11 27.5
c | Byfoot 2 5

Table 10 above shows that majority of the respondents use public transportation like local sumo,
buses, etc., There are many buses coming in from Assam that use the route frequently connecting
Tikrikillato towns in Assam such as Guwahati, Goal para, Mankachar and Dhubri. There are many
who use their private vehicles as well to travel to these places. The respondents also go to the
adjoining Assam areas on foot asiit is very close by andpresence of many interior village routes in

the areamakes it easy.
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Table 11: Route Used by Respondents
No of Responses | Percentage (%)

Sl.no | Route used by Respondent

a | Villagel interior roads 9 18.36
b | Main State Highway 40 81.63
c | Others 0 0

Table 11 shows that mgjority of the respondents use the main state highway, i.e., the AMPT road
(AgiaMedhiparaPhulbari and Tura road) which is the main route connecting this region to Assam
and the district headquarter , Tura. There are many who use the village/ interior roads to travel to

adjoining Assam areas for various purposes.

Table 12: Problem Faced When Returning from Assam

Sl.no | Problem faced when returning from Assam | No of Respondents | Percentage (%)

a Yes 0 0
b No 40 100
C Never 0 0

Table 12 shows that mgjority of the respondents travelling to Assam to carry out various activities
have never faced any problems. The only problem however stated by al is the condition of the
road from Tikrikillato Agia (AMPT road) which at present is at a dilapidated state.

Tablel3: People Coming from Assam
No of Respondents | Percentage (%)

Sl.no | Do people come from Assam?

Yes 40 100
b No 0 0
c Never 0 0

Table 13 shows that people from Assam visit Meghalaya. The close proximity to the Assam border

and towns like Mankacharin Assam connected through this route makes it inevitable for Assam
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people not to go through this route or utilize the facilities available here such as centres offering

health care, education and economic opportunities.

Table No 14: Purpose of Visit by Assamese People

No of Responses | Percentage (%)
Sl.no | Purpose of visit
a | Trading of goods | 36 39.13
b | Driving 14 15.21
c | Casual Labourer | 26 28.26
d | Dalywage 16 17.39
e | Others 0 0

Chart 4: Purpose of visit by Assam People
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Table 14 and Chart 4showthe primary purpose of visit by the people from Assam to this area. It is
observed from the above table that trading of goods is the primary purpose here. The presence of
Tikrikilla market which is the main commercial centre in this part of the area makes this an

obvious reason. The presence of market provides employment and economic opportunities
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therefore and we can see that casual labourer, daily wagers and driving are the other major reasons

for their visit to the area.

Table 15: Payment of Fee by Outsider for Tradingin Tikrikilla Village

No of Respondents | Percentage (%)
Sl.no | Payment of fee for trading

a Yes 40 100
b No 0 0
C No Answer 0 0

Table 15 shows that people from Assam trading in Tikrikilla and adjoining areas or other village
markets within the state of Meghaaya have to pay a market day fee of Rs 10 toRs 20/ market day
or Rs 1000 per annum based on the products in which they trade.

The fee iscollected by the Garo Hills Autonomous District Council and it is collected from every
trader, even the traders from Meghalaya.

Table17: In Flow and Out Flow of Goods

Sl. No. | InFlow @ From Out Flow —~_ From

1. Vegetables - Assam Beetle nut - Tikrikilla
2. Poultry Vegetables

3. Fish Timber

4. Groceries

5. Hardware materials

6.
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Table 17 shows that the major produce of the area are beetle nut, vegetables and timber. The
vegetables are sold in the weekly market in Tikrikilla and are also exported and sold in nearby

aress like Lakhipur. Beetle nut and timber are also exported to places like Dhubri and Goalparain
Assam.

The in-flow of goods from Assam vary from vegetables, rice, dal, fish and other groceries to
hardware materials such as metal rods, cement, etc. for construction. Many traders hence bring

their goods for sale during the weekly market day on Friday.

Table 18: Problems from AssamesePeople
Problem Faced with the Assam people | No of Respondents | Percentage (%)
Sl.no
a |Yes 4 10
b | No 36 90
c | Never 0 0

Chart 5: Problems from Assamese People
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Table 17 and Chart 5 shows the problem faced with the entry of Assamese people into the state.
Majority of the respondents said that they have never encountered any problem with the Assam
people. However there are few who have said that they have faced problems with the people
coming from Assam with theft being one of the major problems. There have been many instances
of goods being stolen from shops and also cattle being stolen from nearby areas.
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Table 19: Concerns About People Coming from Outside of the State

Concerns about people coming from outside of the state | Percentage (%)

.n

a | Theft 32.20

b | Influx 2711

c | Inter- marriage 27.11

d | Safety 0

e | Socia Mischief 6.77

f No idea 6.77

Chart 6: Respondents” Concerns
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Table 18 and Chart 6show the concern of the respondents about people coming from outside the
state. From the above, it can be noted that the primary concern of the people is theft as there have
been many instances where cattle and goods were stolen from shops. The other maor concerns
cited by the respondents are influx and inter marriage. Influx has been akey issue in this part of the

region with increase in people from outside states and land encroachment in the border areas.

6.3 Phase Wise Assessment of Proposed Construction Project

This section describes the respondent’s awareness level on the proposed project.




Table 20: Awareness Level On the Setting Up of a Facilitation Centre
No of Respondents Percentage (%)

Sl.no Awareness level
Yes 6 15
b No 34 85

Chart 6: Awareness Level on the Setting up of a Facilitation Centre
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Table 19 and Chart 7 show that only 15% of the respondents were aware about the proposed
project in Abhirampara while85% i.e. the maority of the respondents were unaware about the

proposed project in the area.

Table 21: Respondent Views On the Functioning of Entry andExit Point
Respondent views on the functioning if an Entry and No of Percentage
Sl.no Exit Point Responses (%)
a | Check onillegal immigration 41 36.28
b | Check onillegal flow of trades and goods 34 30.08
¢ | Check on criminal intention 38 33.62
e | Others 0 0

From Table 21 we can see that a majority of the respondents are of the view that the Integrated

Facilitation Centre’s key function should be to keep a check on illegal immigration which has
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become major issue today with rise in population, changing demographics and encroachment along
the border areas. The respondents also felt the need for check on illegal flow of trades and goods
and check on criminal intent as well so asto curb socia evils. Thisin turn will also help the police

greatly to detect criminals and such activities.

Table 22: Feeling Regarding the Construction of an Entry and Exit Point
Feeling about the construction of an Entry and No of Percentage
Sl.no Exit Point Respondents (%)
a | Good 40 100 %
b | Bad 0 0
c | Okay 0 0
d | Noresponse 0 0

Table 22 describes the feeling of the people on the setting up of a Facilitation Centre
fromAbhiramparaand adjoining villages. All the respondents feel that the proposed project will be
favourable for the residents of the Abhirampara and Tikrikilla as a whole.The proposed project
therefore is expected to bring employment and economic opportunities for the local people and

also bring systemati ceconomic transactions.

Table 23: Changein TheMarket Flow After the Construction of E& E Pt.

No of Respondents | Percentage (%)
Sl.no | Change in the market flow

a | It will makeit better 40 100
b | It will makeit worse 0 0
c No change 0 0
d | Noresponse 0 0

Table 23 shows the respondents view about their concerns on the market flow between the two
states after the proposed construction isin place. To this mgjority stated that the Facilitation Centre
will certainly make the market flow better as it will open up opportunities for many.
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Table 24: Changein Relationship Between People On Both Side After Construction

Change in relationship between people on both No of Percentage
S side Respondents (%)
No.
a It will makeit better 33 82.5
b It will makeit worse 0 0
c No change 7 175
d No response 0 0

Table 24shows the respondents view on their concerns over the likely impact on the relationship of

the people between the two states.It is observed from the data available that mgjority feel that the

facilitation Centre will make the relation of the people on both sides better. However many feel it

won’t bring any changes and the relation between the people on both sides will be the same.

Table25: Change in Community Way of Living After the Construction
Change in community way of living | No of Respondents | Percentage (%)
Sl.no
a |Yes 0 0
b | No 34 85
¢ | Remain the same 6 15
d Don’t Know 0 0

Table 25above shows the respondents concern over the likely impact on the village community life
after the proposed construction.The mgjority are of the view that the Integrated Facilitation Centre

will bring no major effect on the community way of living after the projectcompletion while some

state that the community will remain the same.

Table No 26: Changein Safety of the People After Construction

Sl.no

Change in safety of the people

No of Respondents

Percentage (%)
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a | Itwill makeit better 13 325
b | It will makeit worse 0 0

¢ | Nochange 13 32.5
d | Don’t Know 0 0

e | Noresponse 14 35

Table 26shows the respondents responsewhen asked about their concerns on the safety in the

village after the construction of the proposed project. Many believe that the Facilitation Centre will

strengthen and improve the safety of the people in the village and criminal activities like incidents

oftheft, harassment etc. will be brought under control. There are many however who think that

there will be no change in the safety of the people in the village and things will be the same as

usual.
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7. Data Collection from The Public Hearing Held at Abhirampara

The Meghalaya Institute of Governance had conducted a Public Hearing on the 30" of

June, 2016 on the Integrated Facilitation Centre-Entry/ Exit point in Orchid Dhaba, Abhirampara
: at 10:00 am. as part of the
o .:-:T:iﬁizmx-nr a P 1. Social Impact Assessment

I o study under the Right to Fair
Compensation and
Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation
and Resettlement Act, 2013.

ShriK apil Koch,

Block Development
Officer (MC9) of
Tikrikilla, chaired the programme, where he stated that the Public Hearing was being conducted to
inform the community and the general public at large in connection to the land acquisition for the
purpose of Integrated Facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit Point in Abhirampara measuring an
area of 20 Bighas, 4 Kathas and 9 Lessas (27950.82 Sg. Mts.). He said that under TikrikillaBlock,
two villages have been selected for putting up the Integrated Facilitation Centre i.e., Abhirampara
and Medhipara. A year back for the first time GDC had come and measured al the lands.The
village was aso surveyed by the Revenue Branch DC office. Meghalaya Institute of Governance,
Social Impact Assessment unit has also conducted the survey and interviewed the directly affected
and indirectly affected households and hence the Public Hearing is being conducted now for
further clarification on the said acquisition and review of the Impact assessment report. He read out
all the land owners’ names and said that here are 12 land owners in total and ended his speech by
requesting the villagers/land owners to give any comments and feedbacks after the report was
shared.

SmtPearla Tatyana D Sangma, (MCS)Extra Assistant Commissioner (EAC),
Revenue, Tura, added, these lands were considered for putting the Facilitation Centre cum Entry
and Exit Point. Entry and Exit Point will facilitate the issues of unauthorized immigration, criminal
activities, illega flow of people etc into the state of Meghalaya. At present people are coming to
Meghalaya for many purposes like daily wage work, trading, etc. and they can easily trespass into
our state and hence can do anything. The Facilitation centre thus will help to check whether they
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are entering for right or for the wrong reasons. It will benefit the daily life of the people here and
also help the police to find out the culprits through this check point. This Facilitation centre will
bring various benefits like parking, food plaza; rest room etc and many more departments will be
working in a same roof. She also urged the public to give their comments and views as the public

hearing was meant for them and any issue that arise will be taken care thereafter.
Voices of the village members:

1. Nokma Abhirampara - The Nokma of Abhirampara village had expressed his feelings of
happiness on the proposed setting up of Facilitation Centre in the Village. He said that
people from Assam are slowly trespassing into the village and occupying the lands. Some
who are long-time residents of the village do not have valid Identity Cards. Many who are
not residents of Meghalaya are slowly trying to occupy the area by various means and ways
and hence the implementation of Inner Line Permit will help in controlling the inflow of
people. With these words the Nokma of Abhirampara concluded his speech by thanking

everyone who was present for the meeting.

2. MeckillaSangma added that
according to the first initial visit to
the site, respected officers had said
that, employment will be provided
to family members of those whose
land is to be taken to which they
were happy with the proposal. But
as the officers now we’re not sure
for providing the same is creating

problems to the people of the village

to understand.

Photo 4: Photo from Public Hearing at Abhirampara

P.T.D Sangma (MCS, EAC Revenue) addressed Smt. MeckillaSangma’squery
explaining that certain jobs cannot be given as compensation by the Government as the
jobs demand necessary requirements and skills. However jobs like chowkidar, mali, etc.
can be considered by the authority concerned. She aso added that the rate for land
compensation will be according to the Garo Hills District Council rates and that 5% rate
may increase each year and it will be according to 2012 rate.
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4. NarodMochahary (Member, Land Owners Committee)stated that the land is in the name
of RashmiKhaklary and not in his name (NarodMochahary). He also stated that the names
in the land statement prepared by the Garo Hills District Council needs to be corrected as
there were many mistakes in the land ownership names and al so the size of land holdings.

5. (Village member): According to one of the residents of the village, it is a request made by
them to give away for the villager to pass by through the project site.

6. SmtiP.T.D Sangma (MCS) replied to the villager saying the government will think over it

and take a decision on the same.

7. A Representative from Auto Association also expressed his heartfelt happiness in setting
up of the Facilitation Centre in the Village. He however revealed that they have not made

land Patta (no certified land document) for that particular land.

8. ShriNarodM ochaharythen highlighted the grievances and aspirations on behalf of the land
owners committee, to the different authorities concerned on the purpose of land acquisition

of Integrated Facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit Point in Abhirampara.
Suggestions/ Feedback from the officials:-

1. ShriKapil Koch (BDO, MCS) said that the land documents should be proper and accurate
according to the land document present.

2. The patta (certified land document) needs to be made by the land owners to receive the
compensation from the government, which will be based on land measurements in the land
record.

3. The Garo Hills Autonomous District Council should send their officials to check and verify
the land holdings again in order to avoid unforeseen mistakes which were committed

earlier.

Conclusion:

With lot of positive interaction, discussion, comments and feedbacks the villagers of
Abhirampara are ready to accept construction of Facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit point. The

villagers showed their acceptance by raising their hands.
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8. Major FindingsandRecommendation

8.1 Findings
In the socia relations and community well-being, the following were observed:

Majority of the respondents felt that after the proposed construction there will be no
change in the relationship of the people between the two states.

Majority of the respondent felt that the proposed project will have a better impact on
the village in term of community way of living and safety.

In their trade relations, the respondents have pointed out that at present, they have not
faced any problems with the Assamese people who come to trade. Setting up of
proposed Fecilitation Centre — Entry and Exit Point may disrupt these peaceful
relations. The Facilitation Centre may bring hindrance to the freedom of entry and exit
of Assamese traders into the state. However, change in this economic activity may lead
to hike in pricesof goods and services that are brought by these traders to Tikrikillaand

the other local marketsin Meghalaya.

—
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Photo 5: Public Hearing at Abhirampara

In the aspects of trade and economic activities the following was observed:

The findings show that the majority of the respondents are owners of small retail shops
and farmers. Since mgjority of the people living near Abhirampara are farmers and
small business vendors, it is important to keep in mind that the proposed project does
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not affect and diminish the capacity to earn income to sustain their livelihood. As they
are solely dependent on these above mentioned activities for livelihood.

Majority of the respondents felt that the construction of the proposed Facilitation
Centre Entry and Exit Point in the village will create a better market competition and
bring business prospects to the area.

The following were observed with regards to criminal activitiesin the area:

Majority of the respondents felt that the Facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit Point
should check towards influx, trades,illegal immigration, illega flow of goods and
services, illegal collection from unwanted quarters and criminal intentions etc. Hence,
these will lead to honesty, security and reliability between residents, traders and
officias thereby helping in economic growth.

Through interview and conversations, it was found that the main social problem in that

particular areais theft which was causing major hurdle for the people from time to time.
With regards to border issues the following were observed:

Residents of Abhirampara village and adjoining areas who travel to Assam use the
AMPT road (Agia, Medipara, Phulbari and Tura Road) and village interior road for
trading, marketing, and other purposes like medical accessibility, visiting family
members, etc. It isimportant hence that the proposed project have a system in place that
does not hinder the mobility of the residents of Meghalaya, in terms of registration for
arrival and departure, over payment of fees, especially for the ones from the concerned
area

The findings and observation bring to light that majority of the people from adjoining
Assam come to the village (proposed project site) and adjoining areas mainly for
trading and to work as casual labourers and daily wage workers, thereby providing
cheap labour, access to goods and services.

Though cheap labour and goods are being received from traders from across the state,
this however is taking a share on the job opportunities, economic opportunities, land
resources and health services from the residents of Meghalaya, who can avail this
opportunities instead.

It is found through observation that due to its large accessible border area and
unavailability of border fencings between Assam and Meghalaya, there are a number of

interior village routes through which people from Assam could easily enter into
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Meghalaya. The situation as such begs the question on how the Facilitation Centre

would address the issue and keep a check on the same.

8.2 Recommendations

During the public hearing it was found that the land statement provided by the Garo
Hills Autonomous District Council (GHADC), had committed certain mistakes in
regards to the number of land owners and their area of land holdings. This need to be
examined in order to avoid future chaos. Hence, the GHADC is required to access to
the proposed land and correct the same.
In order to address to the need of the people early implementation of the proposed
construction should be executed at the earliest. However, the local people should not
face any kind of insecurity and hardship while using the Facilitation Centre-Entry and
Exit Point.
There need to be a system which wouldprovide identity cards or keep a proper register
of localsto avoid over checking and difficulties in registration for arrival and departure
of the local people especially those of daily visitors.
Employment of local people should be a priorityfor unskilled or clerical jobs. It may be
recommended that the use of locals to check the entry and exit of people would be best
as the locals themselves can identify unwanted elements. It would to a certain degree
create local employment opportunities.
Collaboration between the Meghalaya and Assam Government is required to improve
the accessibility to basic amenities in these border areas in term of road connectivity,
education, health, livelihoods promotion, etc.
Practice of accountability and transparency should be encouraged for functionaries who
will be taking charge of the Entry and Exit Points cum Facilitation centre.
Proper maintenance of the entry and exit point should be made to prevent any like of
unforeseen problem.

-~ The directly affected respondents i.e., the land owners aspire for land compensation,
employment to one of their family member’s and a businessoutlet in the office
complex. The aspirations may hence be considered taking into account the project

impacts on acquisition of their land.
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The site is suitable for the said purpose and there is no such suitable alternative land
nearby.The land hence can be acquired by the concerned authority fulfilling the

conditions.
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9. Social Impact Management Plan/ Social Impact Mitigation Plan for the Proposed
Facilitation Centre-Entry andExit Point at Abhirampara.

The Socia Impact Assessment study team has committed efforts to ensure that the impacts of
the proposed projectare maintained within the acceptabl e standards.

Socio-Economic Mitigation

Work in collaboration with relevant government representative in the project area.

Photo 6: Public Hearing at Abhirampara

Reinstall or rehabilitate social infrastructure removed or damaged due to the project
devel opment.

Develop appropriate benefits for non-beneficiary community members residing in the
project area. Benefits to be taken into consideration to include energy supply, installation of
transformers, employment by giving the locals priority in terms of job allocations
especialy for activities requiring non-skilled laborers.

Compensate land and property owners for acquired land and/or measurabl e disturbance:

The land owners’ aspirations are:

1) Land compensation;

2) One of their family members be given a job in the proposed office to be set up as per
educational credentials.
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3) A Business outlet. The authority hence can look into the request considering the impacts

of the acquisition of the land on the land owners.

Introduce developed Resettlement Action Plan (RAP) and communicate project plans in
acceptable time frameto all stakeholders.

Conduct workshops at community level to facilitate impact monitoring on the environment,
socio-economic and socio-cultural aspects.

Enhance security in project area through community policing in collaboration with local
community members.

Develop Information Education and Communication (IEC) programmes on the projects
social impacts and train community members to conduct awareness and training
programmes.

Develop programmes to enhance cohesion between project employees and the local
communities for example development of sports activities.

The study found that the people of Abhirampara and adjoining villages of Meghalaya are
dependent on agricultural and other commodities coming from Assam. Hence there is a
possibility that once the facilitation centre is installed the goods coming from Assam will
lead to hike in price.In order to address to this fear, the functionaries responsible at the
facilitation centre should give more concessions or free of cost to vehicles carrying these
essential commaodities to ensure the stability in the price.

To further improve the progress of work and to avoid any disturbance during the
construction phase, the local community and local authority can also be included in the
developmental process. This can be done by providing prior information to the loca
authority before work progress as well as providing employment opportunity to the local

people.

Environment, Health and Safety Mitigation
Employ trained and qualified machine handlers and drivers.
Ensure work concerning construction is conducted by trained workerswith strict adherence
to safety standards.

Avoid developing in areas of weak soil structureto avoid land slide
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Control soil erosion through timely clearing of excavations from project area;develop
erosion control structure and excavate new areas only after finishingwork at opened

segments among other measures.

Develop afforestation programmes in collaboration with the community members.
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10. Conclusion:

The Government of Meghalaya’s proposal to set up an Integrated Facilitation Centre — Entry
and Exit Point at border villages has the potential to provide amenities erstwhile unavailable to
the border villages. If the Integrated Facilitation Centre — Entry and Exit Point functions as

planned, the border villages may benefit immensely from the project.

Based on observation and survey carried out with the respondents from Abhirampara and
adjoining villages, the proposed project has a marginal effect on the community as awhole. It
IS seen as an initiative to improve the trade between the two states and increase the economy by
opening up economic opportunities for the people of the adjoining areas. With certain
functionaries in place, it would aso address the issues of illegal immigration and land
encroachment problems in Meghalaya. The infiltration and immigration problem is one major
issue that causes great threat to the socio economic cultural and political aspect of the society
today. Increase in population and shortage of resources, opportunities, change in demographic
profile and socio political system as maor issues arising out of it. The facilitation centre is

therefore expected to be vital in addressing such issues.

The project is aso expected to bring development to the area by creating an environment of
market complex which will be beneficial economically to the people of the area.
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Annexure 1: Notification of Meghalaya Institute of Governance as the State Social Impact

Assessment Unit

Frstal Registratinn Mo BT =777 20062008

The Gazette of Meghalaya

EXTRAORDINARY
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY

‘No. 71

Shillomg, Tussday, Junc 30, 2015 il i

PART lIA
GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA
REVENUE AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
ORDERS BY THE GOVERNOR

NOTIFICATION
{Under Sectlon 41} of Act No. 30 of 2013)
The Zth Juna, 2015,

MeROMABT/Z0T13M20.—In exzroise of povess canlereed by the sub-secticn (1) of Section & of
ite Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency, Rehakililztion ard Resetteman: Act, 2013 (Na.
30 of 2013), the Govemnor of Maghalaya, is pleasad w0 notify Meghalaya Insululs ol Governanco
(MG, Shillong as State Social Impact Assassmenl (S0 Uril lor conduct of Sccial Impact Assessment

=iy,

(1}  The Sccial Impac; Assessment Unit shall undariahe e ullowing losked namaly -

Fomg
= h

busitcd @ combinuon sty eocemod & Detabeaze of Qualified Social Impact Azzessment Resource
partners and Practitionars, which will sarve a2 2 sstwors of individuals and irstitulions wilh
the required skills and capacities to condust Social Impact Assossmenls o knd scquisition
and Ranahiblilaiion and HesallEmen

respond immediztely o the aporopriate Sovemment's request for a Social i Assessment
to be conductzd by prepanng a project-spesifio Termes of Reference;

eonduct rreining and casacity building sregrammes for the Social Impact Assasamen [=am
and commiunty surveyers and make Svailable manuels, lools, coanpsirlive case shidy reports
dand other materials required for the analysis;

provide ongoing sunport and corrective zction, as reguirad during the Socidl Impact
Assessment process;

znsurz that all relevant cocuments are disclosec as per the provisions of the Act
maintain, satabogue of 2l Socal Imoact Assessmen s and suscziated primary materal and
continuoasly review, ovaluate and strengthen the quality of Social Impact Asesssments and
the czpaclies available to conduct them acrcss the Stata.

(] TIhenolilication Ko RDAET2013/72 . dated the 27th Augus:, 2015 i= hersby repealed,

I AW LOMNG,

Deputy Secretzry to the Govt. of Meghalaya,
Revenue & Disaster Managamen] Deparimeant.

HHLLUKG: P nitad and Poahlmtad by the Dieects:, Printng and Sfatanery, Meghalava, Shilloos,
(Estrasrdnary Goschic of Meghataya) Mo, T41 - 700 1 20— Wk« [« P05
wessicy hipoimogons, ooy IngEzEme garens Aan
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Annexure2: Letter for conducting Social Impact Assessment atAbhirampara, for setting up of
Integrated Facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit Point at Abhirampara.

N "
W” 2

GOVERNMENT OF MEGHALAYA

w REVENUE & DISASTER MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT

b
M ADAL LIAIZ0LE24 Dated Shillong, the 8" July, 2016,
From: Shri B Hezong, MCS,

Joint Secretary to the Govt. of Meghalayo,
Revenue & Dhsaster Managemant Depariment

uhﬁ:ﬁcr on Special Duty 1o the Govt, of Meghalaya,
Meghalaya Institne of Governance,
Lumpyngad Caottage,
Bishop Cotton Road, Shillong

Subject: Intregrated Facilitation Centres for Entry & Exit Point ni Abhirampara in
West Garo Hills District, Tura.

Sar,

With reference 10 the subject cited above, | am direcied 16 reguest you 10 ket by
subrrit The Draft Social Impact Assessment Repon & Socinl Impect Monagement Plan ina single
documen: for the project construction of Facilitation Centre 2 Abhirampare in West Garo Hills
District. Tura gl the earliest It is 10 be impressed wpon here that Under Section 4(2) of RFCT-
LARR Act. 2013, The Social Impsct Asscssment Study has 1o be complated within a petiod of
filsix ) months as per the date of ils commencement

purs faithfully,

waloint Secmh-m ihe Gavt, of Meaghalaya,

Revenee & Disastef Manapement Depanment
Memo, Mo, RDALO4/2015/24-A Dated Shillong, the 8" July, 2016,
Copy to the Exceutive Director, Meghalaya [nstilute of Governance Shillong for information and
necessary action
By Qrder etc..

Joint Secretary to the Govt, of Meghilaya,
Revenue & Disaster Management Department.

cidniti



Annexure 3: Public notice for conducting Public Hearing atL oskorpara L.P School, Abhirampara.

&

Meghatava Institute of Governance (MIG)
Lumpynygiead Collage. Bishoge Conan Rond
Shillong: 193001, Meghalaya

Email migshillemg@grmail.com
Mg: MIGLS3/2016/390 Dated: 16" June 2016

Public Notice

The Meghalaya Institute of Governance has been notified as the State Social Impact Assessment
{5IA] Unit to conduct Sacial Empact Assessment Study for acquisition of land measuring an area of
approximately32426.89 Sq.mt (Exit Poinl and Exit Paint} a1 Abhirampara, West Garo Hills District
for the pufpose of setting up proposed Facilitation Cenire,

In connection with this, a Public Hearing will be held at Loskorpara L.P. school, Abhlrarnparain Wesl
Garo Hills district 2t 10:00 am on the 307 of June, 2016

All interested persons are invited 1o attend the said Public Hearing L0 express their claims/
chjections/ suggestion, if any, on the proposal.

'[_.-L }'#:ﬁ\”
Cor. BOE Tiweari, 185
Executive Director,

Meghalaya Institute of GOvernance,
Shillong.
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Annexure 4: Statement of Land that requires to be corrected.

-
{ = B %
AMMEXTURE -4
Siurement of affected wren of lond fer sittimg  up of Focilitation  Cenfre ot
lrf Abbiramparsm West Care Hills.
5L | Mame of Land I Location | Plot Na | Class of areanf | Mameaof | Type ol &g i |
- Ma | Owner Lancl Land trees hiouse
' 1, | St Roshme Tabhiram | 1.2 | roring 118 CT O Mill
| Khakallari Earam PR PR
i 2 Shri.Hahan Hajong | —do-— 3 —di— 1-8-10 =l i —do-
[ 37 | Shei Benidick —do- | 4 | do= 1-3-18 | -—do- Katche | 216
Marak [a%u [TEE =g hi
4 Shri.Kamata —~dle— L —do- A-0-0 ~-dig= il waill
I Sngarar .
5 ShriNarod et & ~dia— 0:1-15 --do-—- =g =etfm-s
| Tochahary
6 | ShriProhin do-- T —do- 0-a-13 | —do- o 351 |
Bashamotary sq fit
7. | Auto Mssoclation | —do- A I —do- 0210 | —de— Assam —-tha--
- type
7 house
B Shri.Somen Borg —do-— a =T 0-1-19 g - —do-
o | &hri, komoleswar | —do— | 10 —do- z2-2.17 | de- ] o
Hajong
© [0, [ Shri Denesh Hajp | -de- 91z |-do- 3217 | -do- Asam | -Ge- |
po
~ house
11. | St Mikitla N, -do 11 -der 1-2-10 -dio- 211} =din=
Sangma
i 12, [ Smt Sonall Hajong | -do- 13 -do- 1012 | -do- ~do- “do-
Total Area 20-4-9.
A3 i
&, Asskstant hnf{ t O fficer

ife, Re-Settlement Branch
Garo Hills Autonomous District Councit, Tura,
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Annexure 5: List of Participant’s Present at The Public Hearing Held in Abhirampara on 30™ Of

June, 2016.

Attendance Shest for the members present dunng Public hearing an Soclal Impact Assessment for

Abhlrampara, Tikrikilla.

Integrated Facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit Paint Held on 30™ June 2006 at 10 - 00 a.m

5L Name Designation Contact No. Signature
N,
L] Sl AT Saqw“y_ FAC( R Tlrg| EICTAL C38) @R_,
o VveTTe P Ej° ,a.;mw Tﬁ;tgﬂgirflm, Folle = (7 H.l'F__pi
B [FAT & A2 Maes _ﬁéh Latia 53 Ferpoted 2z d% :
4. ﬁ. Q. Sow, g‘j‘"’%m Biqqisaz il | _@ﬁ'
5 | e Ll .IIQM Lavner | Pigaasery | By
6 Mk lh_ﬁﬁf‘w - Ao —
'} # %L
7 \8ho Nowsel O Seupanin | Bo-Porgy — |6r5226030 | ==
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Annexure 6: Representation submitted by the Land Owners Committee of Abhirampara

To, -
e Executive Director,
Meghalava Institute of Governance,
Shillong.

Through Proper Channel
Dated Abhirampara, the 30th June, 2016

Sub:- Land acaquisition for setting up Entry-Esat Point at Abhirampara — Submission
of Tepresentation claiming adequate conpensation etc.

Sir.

With reference ta the subject cited abve, we the following land owners have the
honour to submit this representation relating 1o the government move to acquine our plots of
land for settimg up the proposed “Entry—Exit Point™ at Abhirampara wnder the Tikrikilla
Community and Rural Development Block, West Garo Hills District. Meghalaya to check
the influx and illegal migration. The total area of the land proposed to be acquired for the
purpose 15 approximately |8 bighas (32426 89 mt) within which our respective plots of land
fall. The area of the land had already been surveyed and measured in spot severnl times by
the officals of the Gore Hills Autonomous District Council, Revenue Branch and at the
latest by the officials of the Deputy Commissioner, Revenue Branch, West CGaro Hills. Tura.
who whi might have already submitted their repori to the Government for executon

That Sir. we welcome the Government move for setting up the said “Entry—Exit
Pout” s a part of the comprehension mechanism 1o curb influx and illegal migration into
our tinny State Meghalaya. However, we the land vwners: in view of the irominent and
direct affect, would like to place our grievances before you by submitting this representation
claiming adequade compensation, for the proposed acquisition of our plots of land under
the following terms and condiions, without the fulfillment of which we are not ready and
agrecuble to part with o manster our respective plots of Tand to the Government -

I The ares ol our plots of land proposed tdlh-l: acquired is very much convenient
and fit for settlement and business cstablishmenis as 1 falls under the growing Tikrikitla
bazzar arca along the northern side of the main NEC road some of the land owners have
already consoructed dwelling hovses and many are contempleting to settle their houscholds
4% eonstruf@ing dwelling houses there, as the locations of their existings dwelling areas are
turning very congested due to the mcreasing number of population and the separation of
some of their joint families. Now, if their plots of land in question are scquired by the
Government, it would not be easily affordable o purchase alternative plot of land for
settlernent in convenient areas, vet at the present sourtng prices of homestead and. Thus we
want adequate compensation for our respective plots of lands before parting with or

transferring the same to the Government,
Contd...
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2. There are deserving unemployed children { wards m some of our families, therefore
they shall have to be provided with Govemment job, at least one from each family . according
tor their quaification and fitness, ifany vacancy of posts of vanious categones occur in various
departments in connection with the setting up of the said Entry—Exit Point.

3. Other facilities to be available, such as business outlets rie. m the project complex,
preference should be given to the persons from the affected famlies in selection and allotment
of the same

4 There are some mistakes of names of some of the affected land D\'-’I'IE:H n the enclosed
Annexure - should be corrceted properiy.,

Under the afpresaid circumstances, we would like to urce upon to kindly take
necessary steps for fullilment of our terms and conditions on our claims before the parting
with or transfiring our respective plots of land to the Government.

Your kind consideration and necessary action is highly solicited

Copy forwarded for favour of their kind
information and necessary action to -

!‘J

The Deputy commissioner,

West Graro Hills, Tura

The Superintendent of Police,

West Garo Hills, Tura.

The CEM, GADC, Tura.

The Under Secretary, Govt. of Meghalaya,
Revenue and Disaster Management Deptt,
Shillong.

Yours faithfully,

| Smt. Rashmi Khakhalary:- Assfms khakhalony
2 Shn Rahen Hajong - —5 dﬁ_mﬂ v %

3 Shri Benedick Marakﬁf#ﬂt“zﬂﬂg“'f;x
4 Shrn Komoleswar Hajong .--»J’.L’-(bf"ll “SM‘?

The Under Secretary, Govt of Meghalaya, 5 Secretary, Aulo Association - {;_1 L oend

Forest and Environment Depir, Shillong

e,

-—

The linder Secretary Govt. of Meghalaya , ©- Shn Somen Boro:- % svigrt dLano |

Tourism Deptt, Shillong .

The Block Development Officer,
Tikmikifla , West Gara Hills,

The Gaonbura / Nokma ,

Abhrampara Village, West Garo Hills ,

7. Shri Dinesh Hajong- = won=S H Had

okt S
8 Smt. MithHla N, Sangma  JWeakila - Sy

Y Smt. Sonali Hajong ,ggnw
(0. Shni Prctein fe athem ‘B'-E.a‘-::;

Land Orwmers, Abhlrﬂmpara area
PO &PS. . Tikrikilla
West Gare Hills, Meghalaya
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Annexure 7: Land Statement prepared by the Land Owners Committee
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Annexure 8:Semi-Structure Interview scheduled for Abhirampara Village Authority

Place:

MEGHALAYA INSTITUTE OF GOVERNANCE
I nterview schedule for the membersof Village Authority/Village Council
Date:

TOPIC FOR SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT:
Land acquisition of land for Entry and Exit Point and facilitation centre at Abhirampara.
I mpact Assessment

1)
2)
3)

4)
5)

6)

7)
8)

9)

How many people are involved in the land acquisition project?

What types of land has been acquired for the project?

What are the types of activities carried outside the surrounding proposed construction
projects area?

What are the people’s opinions on this proposed construction project?

What according to you are the problems that have cause the delay of the proposed
construction project?

What are the problems faced by the community due to lack of an entry and exit point with
the area?

How will this proposed construction project benefit the community as awhole?

What according to you are the problems likely to come up from this proposed construction
project during the phase of its construction and after?

What according to you are the possible ways to address to problems likely to arise during
the course of the project and after the project?

10) What are the problems you faced with the Assam police Outpost?
11) What according to you are the socia fears that may prevent the proposed project from

carrying forward?

12) Would you like to share any other opinion or suggestion on the proposed construction

project?

Thank you for your time.
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Annexure 9: Questionnaire for Indirectly Affected Respondents

MEGHALAYA INSTITUTE OF GOVERNANCE
Questionnairefor Respondentswho arelikely to be affected from the proposed I ntegrated
facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit point at Abhirampara, West Garo Hills, Meghalaya

Part A: PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENT ( Indirectly affected )

1 | Name
2 | Village
Age
a 18-35
b 36-49
3
¢ 50-59
d 60-69
e Over 70
Gender
4 |a Male
b Female

What isyour highest level of education?

a [literate
b Primary (Class V)
5 |c Upper Primary (Class V1II)
d Secondary
e High School

f Others
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Occupation

a Farmer
b Government Employee
C Business
6
D Student
E Casual Labourer
F Daily wage worker
G Others
Which community do you belong to?
A Scheduled Tribe
7 | B Scheduled Caste
C General
D Others
Religion
A Hindu
8 |B Muslim
C Christian
D Indigenous
Do you havearation card?
9 |A Yes
B No
Your ration card is categorised as
A APL (Pink)
10
B Antodaya(L .Green)
C Annapoorna(’Y ellow)
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BPL (D.green)

Part B: IMPACT ASSESSMENT ( Indirectly Affected )

Areyou awar e about the construction of Entry and Exit point in your Village?

a

Yes

b

No

Do you travel into Assam?

a Yes
b No
C Never

How often do you go or crosstowardsthe Assam border?

a Everyday

b Oncein aweek

¢ Twice or more in amonth
d Never

What isthe primary pur

pose of your visit to Assam?

a Marketing

b Casual Labourer

c Medical accessibility

d Accessibility for education
d Trading

e Daily Wage

f Others

If yes, what arethe problemsfaced by you?
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a. Unavailability of transport

b. Payment made to people in authority
C.

d.

e.

What isthe mode of transport used?

a. Public transportation
° b. Private transportation
C. By foot
Which route do you use?
a. Village/interior roads
! b. Main state highway
C. Other
Do you face any problemswhilereturning back from Assam?
A Yes
8
B No
C Never
If yes, what arethe problemsfaced by you?
a. Unavailability of transport
b. Payment made to people in authority
’ C.
d.
e.
Do people from Assam cometo your village?
10
A Yes
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B

No

C

Never

For what purposes have the Assam people comeinto the village?

A Trading of Goods
B Driving
11
C Casual Labourer
D Daily wagers
E Others
Have you faced any kind of problem with the Assam People?
a Yes
12
b No
Remarks
What areyour concerns when people from outside comeinto the village?
a influx
b. Socia Mischief
13 | & Inter-marriage
d. Safety
e Theft
f
g
Do you haveto pay afeefor tradingin Market?
a Yes
14
b No
Cc Never
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If yes, how much and how many times do you pay?

a. Once amonth
15
b. Every market day
C. Annualy
Who collect thistrading fee from you ?
16
Do other people from other stateshaveto pay afeefor tradingin ?
17 |a Yes
b No
c Never
18 | How much do they pay for tradingin
19 | Towhom do they pay the trading fee?
What isthe main produce of thisarea
20 |,
Isthe produce exported out ? Yes: No: Where:
In Flow of goods From Out flow of Goods From
1) 8) 1)
2) 9 2)
2L 15 10) 3)
4) 11) 4)
5) 12) 5)
6) 13) 6)
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7)

14)

;

What arethe different sources of livelihood undertaken for your income ?

Horticulture

A
22 | B Piggery

C Fishery

Dairy

D Farming

E Others

Income per annum

A Less than Rs. 25,000

B >Rs. 25,001- less than Rs. 50,000
23

C >Rs. 50,001- less than Rs. 75,000

d >Rs. 75,001- less than Rs. 1,00,000

e >Rs. 1,00,000

What do you feel about the construction of an Entry and Exit point?

a Good
24

b Bad

c Okay

How will the the market flow on setting up of E& E point ?
25

It will makeit better

It will make it worse
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C

No change

How will it affect therelations between the people on both sides of the EnE

a It will make it better
26 b It will make it worse
c No change
d
e
What according to you arethereasonsfor such feeling?
a
b
27
c
d
e
What according to you are the waysin which an entry and exit point should function?
A Check on illegal immigration
B Check on illegal flow of trades and goods
28 |C Check on criminal intent
D
Others
29 | Will the construction of an E& E Point affect community life of the peoplein the village?
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a. Yes

b. No

C No Change

Will the construction of an E& E Point affect the safety of the peoplein the village?

30 (A It will make it better
b. It will makeit worse
C. No change
What according to you are the problemsthat may come up during the construction
work?
A Non utilization of land
B Environment problem
C Resistance from people
31
D Incompletion of work
e
Others
What according to you isthe problem that may arise after the construction of E& E
point?
a Traffic congestion
32
b Noise pollution
c

Difficulty in registration for arrival and departure
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d Over payment of fee

e Employment of outsider
f Poor maintenance
g Loss of good rapport on both side
h
Others

What according to you are the ways to address the problems?

33 |a

b

What areyour aspirations from the said project?
34 |a

b

Thank you for your time
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AnnexurelO : Questionnaire for Directly Affected Respondents

MEGHALAYA INSTITUTE OF GOVERNANCE

Questionnairefor Respondentswho arelikely to be affected from the proposed I ntegrated
facilitation Centre cum Entry and Exit point at Abhirampara, West Garo Hills, Meghalaya

Part A: PROFILE OF THE RESPONDENT ( Directly Affected )

1 | Name
2 | Village
Age
a 18-35
b 36-49
3
c 50-59
d 60-69
e Over 70
Gender
4 |a Mae
b Female

What isyour highest level of education?

a lliterate
b Primary (Class V)
5 |c Upper Primary (Class V11I)
d Secondary
e High School
f Others
Occupation
6 |a Farmer
b Government Employee
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o Business

d Student

e Casual Labourer

f Daily wage worker
g Others

What arethe different sources of livelihood undertaken for your income ?

a Horticulture
b Piggery
7
C Fishery
d Dairy Farming
e
Income per annum
a Less than Rs. 25,000
b >Rs. 25,001- less than Rs. 50,000
° o >Rs. 50,001- less than Rs. 75,000
d >Rs. 75,001- less than Rs. 1,00,000
e >Rs. 1,00,000
Which community do you belong to?
a Scheduled Tribe
9 |b Scheduled Caste
c Generd
d Others
Religion
10 |a Hindu
b Muslim
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o Christian
d Indigenous
Household Details
a Total family size
b Mae
o Female
11
d Children (below 18 yrs)
e Elderly (above 64 yrs)
f Differently abled
g Any other household income
Doyou havearation card?
12 | a Yes
b No
Your ration card is categorised as
a APL (Pink)
13 | b Antodaya(L.Green)
c Annapoorna(Y ellow)
d BPL (D.green)
What kind of house do you own?
a Kutcha
14
b Semi-kutcha
c Pucca
Doesyour house/ Shop fall under the proposed site area Yes No
" Remarks
16 | Doyou have aland of your own?
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a Yes
b No
Part B : Impact Assessment in the Proposed Land ( Directly Affected )
Typeof Land
Barren Land
a
Agricultural Subsista Cqmme Both
land rcial
b nce
17 Settlement
Cc area
d Forest
e others
Property Characteristic
Semi
Pucca | Pucca Katcha
House
School
18 | Shop

Place of Worship

Wall

Trees

Others Specify

19

Relation to Property

a

own

b

Rented
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20

L and Ownership

Traditiona
a I
b L eased
Cc FreeHold
Remarks

21

Number of yearsyou haveresided in thisarea ?

0-5 0-10 [0-20 |[0O-30 0-40

50

Remarks

22

Do you have an alternate land of your own ? **

Yes

No

If Yeswhere?

Do you intend to resettle their ?

If No what areyour plansfor resettlement ?

Resettlement Preference

a In the samedistrict

b near the present home
C Not considered yet

d

23

Do you feel the need for the construction of E& E ? Yes No

66




If Yes, Why ?

If No, Why ?

How do you think the coming of E& E
will effect your day to day activity ?

24
what according to you ar e the benefit
that you may acquire from this said
project ?
25
What areyour fearsfrom the said project ?
26
What areyour aspirations from the project ?
27
Project Impact ( Observation )
a Relocation
L oss of Jobs/
o8 b employment
C
d
e
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Part C: IMPACT ASSESSMENT ( Directly Affected )

Areyou awar e about the construction of Entry and Exit point in your Village?

a Yes
b No
Do you travel into Assam?

a Yes
b No

c Never

How often do you go or crosstowardst

he Assam border?

a Everyday

b Oncein aweek

c Twice or morein a month
d Never

What isthe primary purpose of your visit to Assam?

a Marketing

b Casual Labourer

Cc Medical accessibility

d Accessibility for education
d Trading

e Daily Wage

f Others

If yes, what arethe problemsfaced by you?
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a. Unavailability of transport

b. Payment made to people in authority
C.

d.

e.

What isthe mode of transport used?

a. Public transportation
° b. Private transportation
C. By foot
Which route do you use?
a. Village/interior roads
! b. Main state highway
C. Other
Do you face any problemswhilereturning back from Assam?
a Yes
8
b No
Cc Never
If yes, what arethe problemsfaced by you?
a. Unavailability of transport
b. Payment made to people in authority
’ C.
d.
e.
0 Do people from Assam cometo your village?

a

Yes
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b

No

c

Never

For what purposes have the Assam people comeinto the village?

a Trading of Goods
b Driving
11
c Casual Labourer
d Daily wagers
e Others
Have you faced any kind of problem with the Assam People?
a Yes
12
b No
Remarks
What areyour concerns when people from outside comeinto the village?
a influx
b. Socia Mischief
C. Inter-marriage
13
d. Safety
e Theft
f
g
Do you haveto pay afeefor tradingin Market?
a Yes
14
b No
C Never
15 | If yes, how much and how many times do you pay?
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a. Once amonth
b. Every market day
C. Annualy

Who collectsthistrading fee from you ?

16
Do peoplefrom other states haveto pay afeefor tradingin ?
17 | a Yes
b No
c Never
18 | How much do they pay for tradingin
19 | Towhom do they pay thetrading fee?
What isthe main produce of thisarea ?
Isthe produce exported out ? Yes: | No: Where:
20
In Flow of goods From Out flow of From
Goods
1) 1)
2) 2)
3) 3)
21
4) 4)
5) 5)
6) 6)
7) 7)
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What do you feel about the construction of an Entry and Exit point?

a Good
22
b Bad
c Okay
How will the the market flow on setting up of E& E point ?
23 |a It will makeit better
b It will makeit worse
c No change
How will it affect therelations between the people on both sides of the EnE
a. It will makeit better
b It will makeit worse
24
Cc No change
d
e
What according to you arethereasonsfor such feeling?
25 | a
b
What according to you arethe waysin which an entry and exit point should function?
a Check onillegal immigration
* b Check onillegal flow of trades and goods
Cc Check on criminal intent
d Others
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27

Will the construction of an E& E Point affect community life of the peoplein the village?

a. Yes
b. No
c No Change

28

Will the construction of an E& E Point affect the safety of the people in the village?

a It will make it better
b. It will make it worse
C. No change

29

What according to you are the problemsthat may come up during the construction
work?

a Non utilization of land
b Environment problem
c Resistance from people
d Incompl etion of work
e

Others

30

What according to you isthe problem that may arise after the construction of E& E
point?
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a Traffic congestion

b Noise pollution

¢ Difficulty in registration for arrival and
departure

d Over payment of fee

e Employment of outsider

f Poor maintenance

g Loss of good rapport on both side

h

Others

31

What according to you arethe waysto

addressthe problems?

a.

b

32

What areyour aspiration from the said project?

a

b

Thank you for your time
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